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Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637   r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk 

Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Events 
 

Fri 17th- Sun 19th April 2009 BBKA Convention Stoneleigh 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/news/spring_convention/index.shtml 

Saturday 25th April 2009 WSBKA Bee Market Brinsbury College 

The Website www.wsbka.org.uk will shortly be updated with full details, or please contact 
Graham Elliott at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Please check website regularly for meeting dates in case they change or 
others are added. 

 

Apiary Meetings 
Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green RH14 0AA 
 

Saturday 11th April 2009  Beginners 12:00 noon 

Advanced   2.00 pm Saturday 02nd May 2009 

 

Wednesday 22nd April 2009 6.30 pm followed by a BBQ 

 

 

 

mailto:r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
../../../Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/news/spring_convention/index.shtml
http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
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AGM NOTES 

 
 

The AGM took place on the 19th March and was attended by 15 members who came along to 

witness the election of officers and committee members for the forthcoming year. In addition, the 

Treasurer presented his accounts for the year ended 31st December 2008, and the outgoing 

Chairman, Ray Noakes presented and read his report. 

 

The President reminded those present that since the formation of our Association in 1947, there 

have been only three Chairmen and that Ray Noakes had held the post for 12 years, during which 

time he had guided the Association through some difficult periods. Ray was thanked for his 

dedication and support to the Association through this long period. 

 

Tom Moore was elected as the new Chairman and Gordon Allan as the new Treasurer, replacing 

Andrew Riley, who had given several years as Treasurer and whose time and commitment were 

greatly appreciated. Andrew agreed to act as Accounts Scrutineer. All other officers and committee 

members were re-elected as follows –  

 

President – Roger Patterson 

Vice Chairman – Lesley (Daisy) Day 

Secretary – John Glover 

 

Committee Members – Rosanne Blacklock, Mike Bunyan, Karen Clemens, Judy Knight, Ray 

Noakes, Chris Peach, Derek Ready and Graham Wells. 

 

Judy Knight agreed to continue in her valued role as Membership Secretary. 

 

The meeting was followed by a”Mock Honey Show” in which Roger Patterson revealed what goes 

on behind the scenes when honey products are judged at real shows. The object was to highlight 

some of the more common mistakes made by entrants in the production and presentation of their 

honey for showing. Amongst the more common, Roger highlighted dented lids and lids with honey 

on their undersides, insufficiently filled jars, and “non honey” debris in jars, particularly visible at the 

base of jars of set honey. The important role of Stewards to the show was also explained.  The 

visual appeal, taste and aroma of honey are the chief factors taken in to account by judges, the rest 

being down to presentation and compliance with some basic rules. Jars of imperfect entries were 

passed around for close inspection. 

 

The 2009 Honey Show will be held at the Wisborough Green Fete and Produce Show on August 

Bank Holiday Monday. 

 

Sec WGBKA 
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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
Some of you attending the AGM, or reading about it in the newsletter, may be wondering 

who on earth this new Chairman is, and where he came from. I thought it worth writing a few 

words of introduction. 

 

Of 1951 vintage, I was born in Sussex but spent most of my childhood in East Anglia.  

Having studied Commercial Horticulture for three years I returned to Sussex at the age of 

22 to work with a group of nurseries supplying a wide range of container-grown plants to 

garden centres.  I then spent a short period in garden centre management before taking a 

year off to study garden design.  For the last 17 years I have been self-employed as a 

Garden Consultant advising private gardeners, leading garden tours and lecturing on 

garden subjects. 

 

In 1997 I moved to Petworth with Gordon, my partner for 34 years now.  We joined WGBKA 

at the start of the 2006 season, taking part in the Beginners Package programme.  Despite 

our first pack failing over winter, in 2007 we started again and built up to 5 hives.  We now 

have nine, eight in our woodland a couple of miles from Petworth, and one on our allotment 

in the town. 

 

You will see from the above that I am still a relative novice, though my first dip into 

beekeeping was in 1971 when I was a student at Writtle in Essex.  I attended a full season 

of evening classes given by Ted Hooper, who was County Beekeeping Instructor – and I 

now find his book „Bees and Honey‟ the reference most often turned to for advice.  Like so 

many people, I just wish I had not waited so many years to take up the interest. 

 

Though I undoubtedly still have a lot to learn about bees, I hope that I can help to guide 

WGBKA for a while.  It will not be easy to follow Ray who has been such a calm and steady 

Chairman, but I will do my best, and know that we have an excellent Committee working 

hard in the interests of the Division.  I am also sure you will let me know when I can do 

better! 

 

Tom Moore 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

We are fast approaching the active season and already some of us have made brief inspections of colonies. 

This winter was much harder than last, but so far I have found the bees have wintered much better, with 

losses being a lot lower than last year. Perhaps natural selection took place last year and got rid of the poorer 

ones. 

We have now lost four colonies at Dounhurst, including unfortunately a couple of beginner’s packages. There 

were a couple of small colonies I didn’t expect to survive, but so far they have. One colony became so low in 

bees the queen wasn’t laying and they weren’t going to survive, but John Glover had a fairly strong colony 

with a drone laying queen, so he killed her and introduced the queen from the small colony and within five 

days she was laying. 

I have heard and seen many colonies that have dwindled, and of course CCD is immediately thought of. I 

think there are many reasons or combinations of reasons contributing to this:- 

 Many queens go off lay for 3-4 weeks when Apiguard is first administered in the autumn. This means 
a brood break just when winter bees should be reared. 

 If Apiguard is put on too early there is a chance that a warm autumn will mean increased brood 
rearing and give varroa a chance to build up again, but if it is applied too late the bees already reared 
could be damaged. 

 Not all beekeepers are using oxalic acid, and although some colonies may survive, those with heavily 
parasitised bees may not. 

 Heavy varroa infestation also means a high instance of the vectored viruses, and we aren’t able to 
check for these until the bees are suffering, by which time it’s too late. 

 The introduction of Nosema ceranae is probably much more widespread than is thought.  
 

I have seen and heard of several very forward colonies this year, and in Mid March I had a call from Diana 

Briault. She had an eke over her colony that was used when she applied Apiguard, and the bees had built 

comb in the gap and largely filled it with willow honey. It was beautiful! Due to lack of space we supered 

them. 

 

The Beginners Day was a huge success with 140 attendees. This is the biggest event we have ever run, and it 

went very smoothly. Judy Knight, Tom Moore and I gave the presentations, with Karen Clemens and John 

Glover helping on the day. There was obviously a lot of work needed before then and Andrew Riley took the 

bookings, which is not always as easy as it might appear. The catering was by Team Ready ably organised by 

Liz, and what a brilliant job she did? With a large number to be fed and watered she just quietly got on with it 

and virtually all the thanks we have had remarks about the food. Thank you all very much, and especially Liz. 

 

We had attendees from, or people wishing to keep bees in several other countries, and the ones I knew 

about were Sweden, Denmark, France, Spain and Ireland. Many had travelled over 100 miles, some needing 

overnight accommodation. It appears the recent publicity about bees has made a difference and we had 

several who were overload from other courses that were full. I was pleased that many were referred to us by 

those who had been on our previous courses. We have a lot of potential new members and hopefully they 

will be coming to our apiary demonstrations as the next stage. Some may decide beekeeping is not for them 

or the timing isn’t right, but many will continue. 
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On the same day we had four members, Debbie, Rosanne, Daisy and Diane Steele taking modules of BBKA 

exams. Diane has recently moved into the area and joined us. She was formerly a member of East 

Grinstead BKA. I wish them all success, and hope others will follow them next year. 

 

At the AGM Andrew Riley passed the Treasurers role onto Gordon Allan due to pressures elsewhere. 

Thank you Andrew for performing that duty. 

 

Ray Noakes also stepped down after a lengthy spell as Chairman. He was succeeded by Tom Moore who 

becomes only our fourth Chairman in 62 years of existence. I think Ray and myself worked well together as 

he was the quiet diplomat who often mellowed some of my enthusiasm; the Division is in a far better state 

now than when he took over. During his Chairmanship there were some rather difficult situations to deal 

with and due to his quiet determination they got dealt with in a sensible and efficient manner. As W.G. 

Chairman he was involved in WSBKA and played a major part there, with stints as both Secretary and 

Chairman. He will have a well earned rest and I am pleased he is continuing on the Committee.  

 
There are several beekeeping events organised this year including the BBKA Convention 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/spring_convention.php There are always lectures going on and there are 

the usual trade stands. It is the biggest beekeeping event in Europe. 

 

Apimondia www.apimondia2009.com This biennial event is held in Montpellier this year. I have never 

been, but they are expecting 10,000 attendees. 

 

FIBKA Summer School in Ireland http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/ This is a whole week’s beekeeping for 

€295 including full board. I have been for the last three years and it is extremely good value for money. 

The lectures and demonstrations are pitched at three levels, basic, intermediate, and advanced. There are 

some very good lecturers in Ireland and there is always a guest lecturer which this year is Celia Davis. Out 

of the blue I was asked to give two lectures, but in looking at the website for the url I noticed I am down 

for three! 

 

There is also the SICAMM conference in Aviemore http://www.sicamm.org/ I understand there will also be 

some very interesting trips arranged including some archaeological sites, but details will come later. 

 

Prior to our first meeting all the demonstrators will be getting together in order to make sure we all 

demonstrate the same methods. There is likely to be a large influx of new members and it’s important we 

teach the same way, otherwise there will be a lot of confusion as there is often a mixing of methods 

without any explanation. Now we have 10 approved Demonstrators we will be able to give some a rest so 

they can come to meetings and relax. 

 

I would like to thank Mandy Anderson who has washed and mended all the bee-suits ready for the new 

season. They do get very heavy wear so can I please ask users to be careful with them. 

 

Roger Patterson. 

 

  

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/spring_convention.php
http://www.apimondia2009.com/
http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/
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Intermediate Exams 

 
Saturday 21st March was the nation‟s day for the intermediate modular exams. 
Some of us may have thought:"Why on earth do we put ourselves through this". It seemed 
too nice a day to be in the classroom but five of us took one module and Daisy and Deborah 
took two!  
 
Under the careful supervision of our invigilator Jill Yeoman, we had one and a half hours in 
which to remember and write down all the knowledge we had crammed in for many weeks. 
 
Was it worth it? I can only tell you that the relief of having achieved it makes you want to skip 
out into the sunshine! 
 
Would I recommend it? Yes, it makes you a better beekeeper and gives you a sense of 
having accomplished something worthwhile. 
To all of you who have successfully passed your basic assessment, put yourselves to the 
test, it does wonders for your braincell‟s. 
 
Rosanne 
 

 

Requests for Honey 
 
Hello, 

 

I am a beekeeper in Woking. I have just had a telephone call from a lady in Henfield who 

wanted to buy honey. 

 

But she is too far from me for this to make much sense and I believe your association may 

be the nearest in the area? 

 

Her name is Mrs Claire Shotter; she has a new shop and has several enquiries for honey a 

day. 

 

Perhaps one of your members can help? 

 

Hope all your bees are flourishing down there in Sussex :) 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Marion Malcher     For those interested please contact me at wgbkanews@cpeach.com or 

07817057703 for her contact details 

 

 

mailto:wgbkanews@cpeach.com
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    Notices 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 

  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 

  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 

  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 

FOUNDATION   

 

Unwired National super ………………………………………………….      40p 

  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 

  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 

 

APIGUARD 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony).     Autumn 2009 

       Price to be confirmed. 

 

Prices correct at January 2009. 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 

for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

BDI Insurance  
 

You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be 
null and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don’t forget a swarm is 
classed as a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that 
cause them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul 
brood diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be 
found at www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies 

due to other conditions or causes.  
 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 
 

County News –April 2009 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most 

welcome at all Meetings 

 

Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 
 ieem@compuserve.com 

 

Meetings will be at the Bader Arms in Tangmere (To be confirmed) and will 

commence punctually at 7.30pm.    

 

15th April  

Controlling the Swarming Instinct  

Alan Byham, South East Regional Bee Inspector 

20th May  

The Risks, Benefits and Long Term Effects  

of the use of Agro-chemicals  

Jonathan Fulford, Bartholomews Ltd  

17th June 

Varroa – Have we found the answer?  

To be confirmed 

 

Worthing - Contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369  
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk  

Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 

 

Thursday April 9th An evening with Alan Byham, Regional Bee Inspector 

 

At Pulborough 

Wed 6th May Intermediate Lecture – see details below 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:ieem@compuserve.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk
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WSBKA Convention – 7th March 2009 

The day started with a lecture by Professor Francis Ratnieks who is the UK‟s only professor 

of Apiculture and based on our door step at Sussex University. He gave us a very informative 

lecture describing the research that he is leading at the university.  

One theme that he is using for his research is to explore traditional practices that 

beekeepers have evolved over the years and are not based on proven scientific facts for 

example he has proved that  

 drifting does not take place if hives are 5 metres apart,  

 workers recognise Queen eggs and do not destroy them,  

 80% success rate is achieved when colonies are united if they are left queenless for 

two days then united using copious amounts of smoke.  

 Virgin queens are accepted if „run in‟ after five days of queenlessness. 

Projects that are being investigated are 

 breeding „Hygienic bees‟ 

 how good the British Countryside is for honey bees 

 what is killing bee colonies  

 varroa control methods 

  

After a clear explanation our bodies‟ reaction to bee stings Dr Tony Williams described how 

research that is progressing into Bee Sting Allergy will hopefully, eventually lead to the 

development of a spray which can be used under the tongue to ameliorate the affects of 

stings.  

Mathilde Briens gave a fascinating lecture on the research into using bees to detect a wide 

range of substances from drugs and explosives to diseases.  

The development of the equipment needed to have the bees available in the location of the 

„smell‟ was inventive.   

The day was filled with practical beekeeping tips on Queen rearing, preparing bees wax and 

understanding the life cycle of the varroa mite.  There were interesting, practical, seminars 

on the „bee‟ associated topics of mead making, photography, insects and flowers 

In all it was an action packed day with topics of interest to a wide range of beekeepers new 

and experienced presented by knowledgeable, professional speakers.  

If you were not able to come this year may be you will reserve the date in 2010?  
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Intermediate Lectures 

The first of this season‟s Intermediate lectures will be held on the evening of Wednesday 

6th May at Pulborough Village Hall.  These lectures are open to all members of West Sussex 

Beekeepers and are intended to provide specialist in depth information of a variety of 

beekeeping subjects.  They are aimed principally at beekeepers who already have bees, and 

are looking to further their knowledge and understanding of various elements of beekeeping.  

On 6th May we will welcome Mr Terry Clare, to talk on „The Best Bee‟.  Terry is President of 

BIBBA (Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association), and will talk about the various 

types of bees that are available to us, the advantages and disadvantages of the different 

races, and the differing techniques required to best manage each type. 

The talk should be of interest to all beekeepers who may be thinking of obtaining bees, 

requeening with different stock, or simply wondering how they can better understand and 

manage what they already have. 

The lecture starts at 7.30 pm and there is no charge to members of WSBKA. 

We hope to see you there. 

 

Bee Market and Auction – 25th April 2009 – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 

We are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the day.  So 

if you can spare some time please contact the event coordinator, Graham Elliott at 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493. 

 

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. 

There is usually a wide range of plants available, and these come from a variety of 

donated sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting 

seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact 

Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 

 

And finally…....Audrey Gibson-Poole will be running a TOMBOLA for the benefit of 

the WSBKA exchequer.  Prize donations gratefully received, so dig out those 

unwanted Christmas gifts! 

 

As always, your support is greatly appreciated. 

Full details of the event are on the website at www.wsbka.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
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National Honey Show     29
th

 – 31
st

 October 2009 
The show will again be held at Weybridge and like last year, free full annual 

membership is being made available to all who have joined our Association since 1st 

August 2008. This will entitle them to visit the show and to attend lectures throughout 

the 3 days and to enter exhibits in the competitive classes free of cost. 

 

The show organiser will send further information to qualifying members later in the 

year. 

 
 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 
contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
 
 

BeeKeeper’s Quarterly 

The March and June editions of this publication will be available to view on line at www.bkq.org.uk  

This is a free “try it and see” service. 

 

If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 

contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

 

Bee Market and Auction – 25th April 2009  

Entry Form for Items to be Auctioned is attached at the end of this 

newsletter. 

 

 

Graham Elliott at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493. 

 
 

Invitation to Heyshott Down Nature Reserve  

John Murray is the Manager of  Heyshott Down Nature Reserve and has invited us to a special event where they 

are having advice from Neil Hulme, a butterfly specialist. There should be a chance of seeing Duke of Burgundy, 

Green Hairstreak, Grizzled and Dingy Skippers, and Common Blue. 

This is on Sun May 10 at 10.30. Grid Ref SU900176, meet at the southernmost point of Heyshott Village, where a 

track leads off up to the Downs. 

Some of us have visited this lovely downland reserve before and found it very interesting. Contact John for 

further details 01730 812325. jgmurray@supanet.com 

 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
http://www.bkq.org.uk/
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
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WEST SUSSEX BKA BEE MARKET & AUCTION 

BRINSBURY CAMPUS, PULBOROUGH 
 

SATURDAY 25
th

 April 2009 
  

ENTRY FORM 
 

Please return form to Mr R Noakes, Highfield, New Pound Common, 

Wisborough Green, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0EJ 

raynoakes@hotmail.com 
 

I wish to enter the following for sale in the above auction and confirm my 

acceptance of the rules stated 
Quantity Description Official Use 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________  Post Code  _________________ 

 

Telephone  ______________________  Email  ____________________________________ 

 

Please continue on additional sheets as necessary  

 

 

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is 

usually a wide range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. 

So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember 

the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details.  
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